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< Lesson focus: To explore the
presentation of religion and religious

belief in the story, including the

rejection of traditional, patriarchal

‘& The Color Purple > Synopses
and commentaries

‘& The Color Purple: Religious /
philosophical context

= religion in favour of more panentheistic 'Q The Color Purple > Themes >
o views. God, religion and spirituality
1.

.E, + Opening exercise: Ask students + Discussion ideas: Either in

to draw God and/or look at the groups or working as a class, produce

iarc

|
m StL!d_ent handout f)i Patriarchy and a diagram/picture which represents
- - rehg_mn - Ima_ges of God. (NB. Only the spiritual journey which Walker
the final image is meant to be an has Celie (and therefore the reader)
3 accurate representation of what Jesus undertake. Discuss:
: might have looked like, using forensic > How might we represent the start
N anthropology.) and end points of Celie’s religious
» Given that none of us have seen beliefs?
> God, where do our ideas about God > What is the general trend in the
N come from? direction of religious belief across
» How might Celie draw God, at the the novel?
beginning and end of the story? » Consider the start (recipient) and

= Why?
"X The Color Purple: Religious/
philosophical context

' The Color Purple > Themes >
God, religion and spirituality

end (salutation) of Celie’s letters
across the novel - why is it
significant that her letters are less
frequently addressed to God later
in the novel?

= And why does she start to end

Textual examination: Reread the her letters "Amen’?
first three letters and consider the > What arg the key_events in Celie’s
assumptions made about God (e.g. story \{Vh'Ch contnb.u'te to the'
someone to turn to when in trouble; evolution of her spiritual beliefs?
someone to please/get approval from; a 2l \_Nhat wa.ys do traditional )
man; someone able to send a sign; Afrlf:al.’l behefs and co.nservatlve
someone to whom to attribute the ChitetEn tlaehefs conflict or
unexplainable; a helper). Discuss how CO”Ve,rg,e 4 the WVGI? .
conventional these ideas are and from > Why g =0 S|gr_1|_f|cant Fhat Celie
where they might have originated. rejects t_he tradltl_onal view of God
> Using Student handout f)ii 152 white majgiigUIER
Patriarchy and religion - Z WI'?ajc do we iSamiabout the:
Religious views, allocate the other religious V|?ews 9 U2 RETErS TS
religious views / letters to groups of .c'zaracters. (L il
students, who record the religious &' The Color Purple > Themes >
ideas presented in the chapters. God, religion and spirituality
= Feed back to complete the table.
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<+ Recreative task: The two key
female figures in Celie’s life, Shug and

Nettie, are both highly influential in

terms of Celie’s religious

development.

» Choose one of these characters
and write a prayer/letter from her
to God, expressing something of
her religious beliefs.

"X The Color Purple: Religious /
philosophical context
" The Color Purple >
Characterisation > Shug; Nettie

igion

» Critical task: Alice Walker has
described The Color Purple as a novel
that examines a journey from
conventional Christian belief to a more
general spiritual interpretation of the
nature of God.
> To what extent do you interpret
the novel as primarily a ‘spiritual
journey’?
" The Color Purple: Religious /
philosophical context
" The Color Purple > Themes >
God, religion and spirituality
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» Extension task: : Read/research
Walker’s religious views in her work,
The Only Reason You Want to Go to
Heaven Is That You Have Been Driven
Out of Your Mind (Off Your Land and
Out of Your Lover's Arms): Clear
Seeing Inherited Religion and
Reclaiming the Pagan Self
(anthologised in Anything We Love
Can Be Saved: A Writer's Activism).
» To what extent are these views in
evidence in The Color Purple?
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