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Act 3 scenes 1 and 2
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Study Emilia’s speech, starting
from ‘Good morrow, good

lieutenant ..." until *.. To bring you
again.’ Role-play the conversation

between Othello and Desdemona
that breakfast time, to which
Emilia refers.

Summarise Othello’s position
regarding Cassio’s disgrace and
possible re-instatement.

‘She speaks for you stoutly.” How

might this be misinterpreted by

Othello when he begins to suspect

Desdemona of adultery?
What impression do you get of
Emilia at this point in the play?

Act 3 scene 3
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Study Othello’s speech starting
‘This fellow’s of exceeding
honesty, ..” until .. When we do
quicken.’ List the things that
Othello wrongly believes.

» In what ways does Othello
belittle himself by these
assumptions?

» Explain the wistful but
beautiful metaphor beginning
with the word ‘jesses’

> ‘my relief / Must be to loathe
her.” Is Othello speaking here
out of disgust, sadness,
resignation, or some other
emotion?

» Speak aloud the sentence
beginning, ‘O curse of

marriage’. How does the sound
of it portray the agony Othello

is going through here?
> ‘Yet tis the plague of great

ones’. Is this a fair judgement
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of Othello?
> What are your feelings

towards him at this point?
Focusing on the exchanges
between Othello and Iago,
create a bar chart or line graph
that plots the relative power
(on a scale of 1-10) of Iago and
Othello through the scene as
this varies speech by speech.

Act 3 scene 4

Study Desdemona’s speech
starting from ‘I prithee do so ..
until *.. And he’s indicted
falsely.” Write notes about the
following:

» The excuses Desdemona
makes for Othello’s
behaviour

» The excuses she makes for
men’s behaviour in general

» The way in which she
accuses herself of behaving
unkindly

» What this tells us about her
character

» How do you feel towards her
at this point in the play?

How many times is there

mention of destructive

emotions (e.g. anger, jealousy
etc.) or the imagery associated
with them in this scene?

» What does Shakespeare
achieve by building up the
frequency of these allusions?

What advice would you give the

actors playing Emilia and Iago

about the emotions behind
their words in this scene?



