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Letter 1

% What is the impact of having an

innocent narrator portray events

» On the reader’s feelings towards
her?

» On our assessment of what is
actually happening?

Pick out the non-standard features that

convey the southern American dialect

and accent.
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Letter 2

% Why does Celie’'s mother curse her?

% What do Celie’s requests to God tell us
about
> Her emotional maturity?
» Her beliefs?

Letter 3

< What does Alphonso’s attention to
Nettie tell us about him?

On a blank piece of A4 start a
spidergram about the character of
Alphonso, adding in other deductions
about his character, with evidence to
support each deduction. (Keep this for
future notes.)
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Letter 4

% Throughout the novel, Walker
questions religious beliefs and
behaviour. On a blank piece of A4
create a table with the headings:
Letter No. / Religious ref. /
Expectations / Actuality / Conclusions.
Fill it in with evidence as it occurs.
(Keep this for future notes.)

Letter 5

< On a blank piece of A4 start a
spidergram about the character of
Celie, making deductions about her
character, with evidence to support
each one. (Keep this for future notes.)

% Celie’s advice to Nettie that she should
marry Mr_ seems to be contradictory,
given the previous remarks to her sister
about using education as a way of
avoiding the match. Why do you think
she says this?

Letter 6
< Celie compares Shug and Celie’s dead
mother

» What does this imply about Celie’s
earlier life with her mother?

» What messages do you think Walker
is conveying about female
appearance?

< In what way is Alphonso being
hypocritical with regard to Mr_?

Letter 7

< What does the fact that Celie has
avoided revealing her name until this
point in the narrative suggest about her
self-esteem?

< Celie uses only pronouns and titles for
Alphonso and Mr_ /Albert but frequently
names Nettie and Shug. What does this
tell us about her?

< What are the connotations of the word
‘spoiled’ and what does that tell us
about the way in which Celie is
perceived?

Letter 8

< In what ways is Miss Beasley a threat to
men like Alphonso?

< What does the detail about the flatness
of the world tell us about the two
sisters?
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Letter 9
% List all the details in this letter that
increase Celie’s hardship
» What does her response to each tell
us about her character?
» Add these notes to your spidergram
on Celie.

Letter 10

% Celie has previously focused on Shug’s
eyes. What does she notice about the
little girl’s eyes and what does the
girl’s adoptive mother notice about
them?

» What do you think Walker is
conveying through this detail?

» On a fresh sheet of paper, make a
table where you can note
references to eyes and seeing
throughout the novel

% List the evidence which suggests to the
reader that the storekeeper is white
rather than African-American.

» What do Corrine and Celie’s
responses convey?
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Letter 11

% On a blank piece of paper, start a
spidergram about the character of
Nettie, making deductions about her
character, with evidence to support
each one. (Keep this for future notes.)
What is the significance of Celie’s
mention of Corinne as the only woman
she has seen with money?
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Letter 12

< On a blank piece of paper, start a table
where you can record references to
colours (in particular the ‘royal’ colours
of purple, red and pink) in the novel.

% On another blank piece of paper, start
a spidergram about the character of
Shug Avery, making deductions about
her character, with evidence to support
each one. (Keep this for future notes.)

% What opinion do Kate and Carrie have
about Shug and Mr _?

< What do you learn about relationships
between men and women in this letter?

Letter 13

% On a blank piece of paper, start a
spidergram about the character of
Harpo, making deductions about his
character, with evidence to support
each one. (Keep this for future notes.)

% On a fresh sheet of paper, make a
table where you can note references to
nature throughout the novel

< What new information can you now
add to Celie’s character sheet?

Letter 14
% How does the relationship of Celie and

Mr_ begin to change with the arrival of

Shug Avery?

« Do some research on jazz and blues in
the 1920s and 30s.

» Why was this music so important to
black (and white) audiences at the
time?

» Who were the famous names?

> What kind of lives did they lead?

Letter 15

< Add some information to Shug Avery’s
character sheet
» Why do you think she has such a

strong effect on Mr_ and Celie?

< How does Mr_’'s behaviour here
contrast with his previous attitudes to
the women in his life?



