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Letter 31
% Why does Alice Walker describe Sofia’s
sisters as ‘Amazons’?

» Do any of the other female
characters in the novel show the
same characteristics?

% Add some more information onto

Harpo’s character sheet.

Letter 32

% Do some research into juke-joints.
> Why were they regarded as

disreputable places?

% What does Harpo's decision to build the
juke-joint tell us about the way he has
changed?

» Add to your character notes on
Harpo.
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Letter 33
% Add to your character notes on Celie
and Shug.
» How does their relationship develop
in this section of the novel?
% Why does Albert not want Celie to visit
the juke-joint?
» What does this tell you about him?
» Add your comments to your
character notes on Albert.
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Letter 34

< What does Shug's decision to stay until
she has made sure Albert will stop
beating Celie tell you about:
» Her character?
» Her feelings about Celie?

Letter 35
< Begin a fresh comparison list on A4
paper. Divide the paper into two
columns - one marked ‘Celie’ the other
‘Shug’
» Compare and contrast Shug’s
attitude to sex with Celie’s
» Do you think Shug feels the same
way about Celie as Celie does about
Shug at this point in the story?

Letter 36
< On a new sheet of A4 paper, begin a
character study of Mary Agnes/Squeak
< Add some more information to your
character sheet on Sofia
» What is significant about the
relationship between Sofia and
Harpo at this point in the novel?

Letter 37

% On a new sheet of A4, begin to make
notes about the relationships between
white people and black people

< Add to your page of character notes on
Sofia

“ What is the significance of the meeting
between Albert and the Sheriff?

Letter 38

% How do you account for the change in
Sofia’s personality when she is
sentenced to twelve years in jail?

< In what ways do Sofia’s family and
friends show solidarity towards her?

Letter 39
< Look up the word miscegenation
» What does Letter 39 reveal about
the hypocrisy of miscegenation laws
in America at this time?
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Letter 40
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What does Buster the prize-fighter
mean when he says the plan sounds
like ‘Uncle Tomming’ to him?

'Q The Color Purple > Literary context
> Stylistic influences > White
perspectives

Letter 41
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What is the significance of Squeak’s
name change?

Letter 42
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Look at the lyrics of Mary Agnes’ song
They call me yellow and explain why
she thinks ‘yellow’ is a less acceptable
name than ‘black’.

Letter 43
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Begin a fresh character sheet on Miss

Millie

» Why do you think she is afraid of
Sofia?

Add to your character study of Sofia.

» Why does she think constantly
about killing someone?

Letter 44
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Since Letter 36, cars have been
integrated into the story. On a sheet of
A4, make two columns.

» List the characters who drive cars
in the left hand column and the
cars they drive on the right.

> What is the significance of each
make and model and what does it
reveal about its driver?

Letter 45
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Begin a new character sheet for Grady
on a page of A4 paper

Why do you think Shug behaves in
such an inconsiderate way when she
comes back to Albert’s home?

How is the male-female power balance
shifting at this point in the novel?



