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Text Title: (a) Worksheet title 

 

 

 Lesson focus: To analyse the 

dramatic impact of Act 3 Scene 2. 

 

 Opening exercise: Use Student 

handout b)i Drama structure to 

teach dramatic structure and to plot 

the main events of the play onto the 

structure 

 Establish that Act 3 Scene 2 is 

a central and therefore 

climactic scene and we should 

expect high drama 

 Use Student handout b)ii Act 3 

Scene 2 images to present 

pictures of the scene (these could 

be projected onto a white board / 

displayed around the room as a 

gallery / simply passed around 

the class) 

 Students list their initial 

impressions of which elements 

might make the scene so 

dramatic. 

 

 Textual examination: Using 

Student handout b)iii Act 3 Scene 

2  - Climax and drama focus 

cards, allocate the focus cards to 

students (in pairs?). (Each card has a 

dramatic element to focus on e.g. 

pathetic fallacy, plus some specific 

things for students to look out for.) 

 Read Act 3 Scene 2 as a class and 

establish the events of the scene 

 Allow some thinking/note-taking 

time, then read through the scene 

again, this time with the students 

pointing out (‘buzzing in’?) 

evidence of ‘their’ dramatic 

element 

 All students should make notes on 

their texts covering all the 

different ways Shakespeare 

makes the scene so dramatic. 

 (King Lear > Synopsis and 

commentary > Act 1 > Act 3 

Scene 2) 
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 Discussion ideas: Working in small 

groups, try to perform Act 3 Scene 2 

using your own words/modern language 

but retaining as many of the original 

dramatic elements as possible 
 Now watch the scene on DVD or 

YouTube and discuss the demands of 

the scene on the actors and the 

audience  

 What is the impact of the scene? 

 What additional elements are 

available in a modern theatre 

production or film version and how 

might they be employed?  

 E.g. special effects, lighting 

 Consider the fine line between high 

drama and comedy. How does 

Shakespeare present such a 

dramatic, chaotic scene without 

slipping into farce? 

 

 Recreative task: Use some of the 

dramatic elements identified in the scene 

(pathetic fallacy, apocalyptic imagery, 

rhythm, etc.) to write a short dramatic 

description of a 

storm/earthquake/tsunami  

 For an extra challenge, students could 

attempt this in verse. 

  

 Critical task: ‘Discuss how 

Shakespeare creates fear and pity in the 

audience in Act Three Scene Two.’  

 

 Extension task: ‘These late eclipses 

in the sun and moon portend no good to 

us: though the wisdom of Nature can 

reason it thus and thus, yet Nature finds 

itself scourg’d by the sequent effects.’ 

(Gloucester Act 1 Scene 2) 

 Theme track the concept of nature 

through the play E.g. 

 Nature as a destructive force 

 Things being natural or unnatural 

 Distorted human nature affecting 

the natural world, etc. 

 (King Lear > Themes in King Lear 

> Nature)  
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King Lear: (b) Act 3 Scene 2 - Climax and drama 
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