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Lesson focus: To consider the
theme of love in the play and the
play’s message about relationships.

Opening exercise: As a class,
mind-map all the synonyms and
antonyms for ‘love’ and on the board.
E.g.
= Affection, attraction,
attachment, devotion,
tenderness, allegiance,
infatuation, friendship, loyalty,
lust etc.
= Hatred, animosity,
indifference, neglect,
treachery, apathy, etc.
» Find examples for as many of
these as possible from King Lear
» Make an initial response: is the
play more about love or hatred?

Textual examination: Look at
and discuss student Handout c)i
Relationships in King Lear, best
enlarged to A3 (this may take a little
time and thinking/explaining)

» Does this diagram suggest that
the relationships in the play have
much to do with love?

Allocate Handout c)ii Love and

relationship focus cards to

students in pairs

» Students track through the play,
finding evidence (Act and scene
references and examples) of
types of love, or lack of love, in
their allocated relationship focus

» Feed back to the class, with
students making notes onto the
relationship diagram (or in
texts/on paper, if preferred).

Q (King Lear > Themes in King
Lear > Parent/child relationships)
Q (King Lear > Themes in King
Lear > The reality of love)

Discussion ideas: Use Handout
c)ii Love and relationship focus
cards to aid discussion of the
following points:
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Which relationships improve across
the play?

Which relationships deteriorate across
the play?

What does the play suggest about the
negative effects of disunity and
disloyalty?

What does the play suggest about the
power of forgiveness?

Overall, what messages about love
and relationships are seen in the
play?

D (King Lear > Themes in King Lear
> Parent/child relationships)

Q (King Lear > Themes in King Lear
> The reality of love)

Recreative task: Students create
Jeremy Kyle-style chat shows,
interviewing characters from the play
about their relationships.
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This could be focused into episodes:

= Goneril / Albany / Edmund love
triangle

= Regan / Cornwall / Edmund love
triangle

= King Lear and his three daughters

= Gloucester, Edgar and Edmund

Critical task: 'In the world of King
Lear, relationships move from bad to
worse, with few exceptions.’
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To what extent do you agree? In your
answer you should focus on two
relationships.

X (King Lear > Themes in King Lear
> Parent/child relationships)

S (King Lear > Themes in King Lear
> The reality of love)

Extension task: Review the notes
taken during the lesson, and create a list
or revision poster of

= The top four scenes for
considering relationships

= The top ten quotations which
reveal something of the play’s
relationships



