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Text Title: (a) Worksheet title 

 

 

 Lesson focus: To consider the 

theme of sight in the play and the 

play’s message about seeing and 

blindness. 

 

 Opening exercise: Brainstorm 

sayings and idioms about seeing and 

blindness OR look at King Lear 

Handout d)i Sayings about seeing 

and blindness OR display sayings on 

the board 

 For each saying, students suggest  

 What the saying literally means 

 If it applies to King Lear and if 

so, explain in what way 

 Establish that sight and blindness 

is often used metaphorically, and 

that the play uses both literal and 

metaphorical sight as themes. 
 

 Textual examination: Allocate 

the following scenes to pairs: 

 Act 1 Scene 1 and Act 3 scene 

6 (consider how Lear ‘sees’ his 

daughters) 

 Act 1 Scene 2 and Act 2 Scene 

1 (Edmund’s deceptions, and 

his father’s gullibility or 

‘blindness’) 

 Act 3 scene 4 (Edgar in 

disguise and Lear’s revelations) 

 Act 3 Scene 7 (Gloucester’s 

eyes gouged out) 

 Act 4 Scene 1 (blinded 

Gloucester led by Edgar) 

 Act 4 scene 6 (Gloucester 

‘jumps off a cliff’, Lear’s mad 

‘blindness’) 

 For their allocated scene(s), 

students are to: 

 Find evidence of the themes of 

seeing and blindness 

 Identify if the seeing/blindness 

is literal or metaphorical 

 Suggest reasons for the use of 

the themes in their scene(s) 

(e.g. for dramatic irony, 

contrast, horror, a plot device, 

a moral message, etc.) 

 Find and analyse quotations 

relating to seeing and 

blindness 

 Feed back findings to class and 

make notes to create a big 

thematic mind map or timeline. 

 (King Lear > Synopses and 

commentaries)  
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 (King Lear > Themes in King Lear 

> Seeing and blindness) 
  

 Discussion ideas: Use King Lear 

Handout d)ii Seeing and blindness 

image as a focus for note-taking, whilst 

discussing the following points: 

 Which character is more blind with 

regard to ‘seeing’ his children at the 

play’s start, King Lear or Gloucester?  

 Which character is more morally blind 

at the start of the play, King Lear or 

Gloucester? 

 Which of the two fathers has better 

‘sight’ towards the end of the play? 

 Which character undergoes more 

changes in his ‘sight’ during the play, 

King Lear or Gloucester? 

 What are the top quotations about 

seeing and blindness for each of 

 King Lear? 

 Gloucester?  

(it might be helpful to revisit Act 4 

Scene 6, for example). 

 (King Lear > Themes in King Lear 

> Seeing and blindness) 

 (King Lear > Characterisation in 

King Lear > Lear) 

 (King Lear > Characterisation in 

King Lear > Gloucester) 

 (King Lear > Synopsis and 

commentary > Act 4 > Act 4 Sc 6)  

 

 Recreative task: Use the idea of 

losing literal sight but gaining 

metaphorical sight as stimulus for a 

story. This could be in the form of a ‘Take 

a Break’ magazine-style ‘true’ story. 

 

 Critical task: ‘I stumbled when I 

saw.’ (Gloucester, Act 4 Scene 1.) 

Consider how Shakespeare represents 

Gloucester’s journey from moral 

blindness to literal blindness, to new 

insight. 
 (King Lear > Characterisation in King 

Lear > Gloucester) 

 

 Extension task: Research how 

Shakespeare uses the theme of sight 

(deception, revelation, insight, etc.) in 

some of his other tragedies 

 What links can be made between 

plays? 
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