
 

Refers to links on www.crossref-it.info 

 

 

Text Title: (a) Worksheet title 

 

 

 Lesson focus: To consider the 

impact of the final scene (Act 5 Scene 

3) and the play’s sense of justice.  

 

 Opening exercise: Create a list 

(think-pair-share) of all the injustices 

(poor treatment, lies, injuries, 

betrayals, etc.) committed across the 

play 

 Consider: What hope does the 

audience have of these injustices 

being put right at the end of the 

play?  

 Why?  

 What are our expectations of the 

final scene of a tragedy? 

 

 Textual examination: Watch 

Act 5 Scene 3 (on DVD or YouTube). 

 Whilst watching: 

 Tick off any injustices from the 

starter list which are now put 

right e.g. Edmund is killed by 

the brother he betrayed. 

 Add any new injustices to the 

list e.g. innocent Cordelia is 

killed. 

Discuss: To what extent have the 

play’s wrongs been made right? 

 In small groups, students read Act 

5 Scene 3 and using two different 

colours, annotate any evidence 

that good is overcoming evil (e.g. 

a virtuous man succeeds to the 

throne) and any evidence that evil 

prevails (e.g. Gloucester is 

reported to have died). 

 (King Lear > Synopsis and 

commentary> Act 5 > Act 5 

Scene 3) 

 

 Discussion ideas: Discuss 

students’ reactions to the end of the 

play, perhaps using the following 

questions as prompts to deepen 

thinking: 

 According to Aristotle, a tragedy 

should create pity and fear, and 

catharsis (a release of emotion) in 

the audience 
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 To what extent is that true of King 

Lear?  

 What is your emotional reaction to 

the play? 

 Does the ending of the play offer any 

sort of resolution or meaning for the 

suffering the characters have 

undergone?  

 (King Lear > Themes in King Lear 

> Justice) 

 Has Lear learnt anything of value 

through the events of the play? 

 (King Lear > The structure of King 

Lear > The ending of King Lear) 

 The final scene contains references to 

fortune and fortune’s wheel. Does the 

play present a world where people’s 

wellbeing changes at the whim of 

fortune? 

 (King Lear > Themes in King Lear 

> The worldview of King Lear) 

 Is there any sense of hope at the end 

of the play?  

 Why /why not? 

 

 Recreative task: In 1681 Nahum 

Tate adapted the play and gave it a 

happier ending; his version was the 

‘accepted’ version for many years.  
 Students try writing their own 

alternative ending for the play which 

satisfies their sense of justice. 

 (King Lear > The structure of King 

Lear > The ending of King Lear) 

 

 Critical task: ‘The end of the play 

shows a world without hope; it proves 

that the universe is unjust.’ Evaluate this 

view of King Lear. 

 (King Lear > Themes in King Lear 

> Justice) 

 

 Extension task: Research and read 

Nahum Tate’s alternative ending. 

 Which ending do you prefer and why? 
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King Lear: (f) The ending and justice 
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