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Who said it? -   Which character spoke these words about Othello/Othello’s 

     relationship with Desdemona?  

- What attitudes are revealed in the quotation? 

 

Quotation Who said it? Attitudes revealed? 

 

 
‘…an old black ram  
Is tupping your white ewe’ 

 
 

Iago 

 

 
 

‘thick lips’ 
 
 

Roderigo 

 

 
 

 
‘lascivious Moor’ 

 
 

Roderigo 

 

 
 
‘Valiant Othello, we must straight 

employ you ..’ 
 

 

Duke 

 

 

‘And she, in spite of nature, 
Of years, of country, credit, 
everything, 

To fall in love with what she 
feared to look on?’ 

 

Brabantio 

 

 

‘And sold to slavery, of my 
redemption thence .. 
And of the Cannibals that each 

others eat,  
The Anthropophagi, and men 

whose heads 
Grew beneath their shoulders.’ 
 

Othello 

 

 
 

‘.. sooty bosom 
As such a thing as thou’ 

 
 

Brabantio 

 

O
t
h

e
l
l
o

:
 
(
f
)
i
i
 
A

t
t
i
t
u

d
e

s
 
t
o

 
r
a

c
e
 

©2016 crossref-it.info 

Text Title: (a) 

Worksheet title 

 

 

Othello: (f)ii Attitudes to race 

 

Refers to links on www.crossref-it.info 

 

 



 

O
t
h

e
l
l
o
:
 
(
f
)
i
i
 
A

t
t
i
t
u

d
e

s
 
t
o

 
r
a

c
e

 

Othello: (f)ii Attitudes to race 

 

Refers to links on www.crossref-it.info 

 

 

Refers to links on www.crossref-it.info 

 

 

©2016 crossref-it.info 

 

 

 

 
‘your son-in-law is far more fair 
than black’ 

 
 

Duke 

 

 
 

‘These Moors are changeable in 
their wills’ 
 

 

Iago 

 

 

 
‘Haply, for I am black 

And have not those soft parts of 
conversation 
That chamberers have’ 

 

Othello 

 

 

‘Not to affect many proposèd 
matches 

Of her own clime, complexion, 
and degree, 
Whereto we see in all things 

nature tends— .. 
Her will, recoiling to her better 

judgment, 
May fall to match you with her 

country forms, 
And happily repent.’ 
 

Iago 

 

 
 

 
 
  

 
‘All my fond love thus do I blow 

to heaven. 
'Tis gone. 

Arise, black vengeance, from the 
hollow hell!’ 
 

Othello 

 

 
 

‘now begrimed and black 
As mine own face’ 

 
 

Othello 

 

 

 
‘you the blacker devil’ 

 
 

Emilia 

 

 


