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Hopkins: As Kingfishers Catch Fire

+ Going deeper:

» What is the distinctiveness
of stones?

» Gather up the words that
suggest proclaiming one’s
identity.

» What do you think ‘selves’
means in .7?

e Compare this with
‘unselves’ in ‘Binsey
Poplars’.

» How do you define
yourself:

e By your characteristics,
or looks, or family?

e Try defining yourself
some other way.

o How does it feel?

+ Themes:

» Do some research on the
various meanings of the
word ‘grace’.

» In what ways can Hopkins’
poems be said to have

grace?
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% Imagery and symbolism:

» Can you see that many
expressions of philosophy or
religion are actually
metaphorical? We cannot
express abstract or
supernatural concepts literally
without becoming too abstract
for words (literally).

e Can you think of some
examples of how beliefs
are made concrete by
metaphors?

» What human features are
applied to the biblical God?

% Structure and versification:
» What effect do you think the
‘b’ and ‘f’ alliteration has?
» Try reading the poem twice:
e once stopping at the end
of each line;
¢ the other, following the
punctuation only.
o Which gives the
better reading?



