Investigate!

Hopkins: The Blessed Virgin Mary
Compared to the Air We Breathe

R/

s Imagery and symbolism:
» Work out the comparison
concerning protection.

e What does the air
protect us from; what
does Mary protect
from?

» How is Mary transparent?
» Mary was, in Catholic
teaching, born sinless.

e How is this important for

The Blessed

Hopkins in the poem?

» Would you consider this a

‘devotional’ poem or a

INS

clever play with words and

images?
e Consider the
relationship of

cleverness (or ‘wit’ as

the Metaphysical poets

called it) and sincerity.
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