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% Setting the scene:

» Try to read Hamlet's ‘To be
or not to be’ speech.

» What is the difference
between deep depression
and despair?
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% Going deeper:
» How does Hopkins see
God in the sonnet?
¢ Find phrases and words
that suggest his
attitude.
» Make a list of the questions
asked.
e How many are
answered?
» To whom is the sestet
really addressed?
e What has happened to
‘Despair'?

% Themes:
» Do you see any other
themes in the sonnet?
> Is he ultimately concerned
with
e God’s attitude to him?
e or his to God?
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% Imagery and symbolism:
» Can you explain the imagery of
l.117?
» What strikes you as the most
dramatic image of the sonnet?

% Language and tone:
» Look at the number of
monosyllables.

e What effect does such a large
proportion have on the
reading of the sonnet?

» What other devices indicate the
passion or torment in which

Hopkins is writing?
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« Structure and versification:

» Try reading the sonnet very
slowly, taking long pauses at the
guestion marks.
¢ Do you find your voice
naturally adopts any particular
tone or voice.

e Does this help to bring out
Hopkins’ own emotions?

» Overall, would you say that this
was a cry for help, or a
particularly honest description of
a certain state of mind and spirit?



