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 Going deeper: 
 Pick out words and 

phrases in the first quatrain 
that describe 
• shapes 
• shades 
• sounds. 

 What words and phrases 
suggest Hopkins’ 
enthusiasm for Duns 
Scotus? 

 What does the phrase ‘Yet 
ah!’ suggest to you? 

 Do you find it significant 
that Hopkins makes no 
reference at all to his own 
undergraduate days? 

 
 

 Themes: 
 Is there anything significant 

in ‘this air I gather and 
release’? 

 Do you find the last line a 
climax or rather an 
anticlimax? 
• Why? 

 Can you see any other 
themes in the sonnet? 

 
 

 Imagery and symbolism: 
 What images strike you 

most? 
• Are they visual, aural or 

intellectual? 
 Can you relate any of the 

images in the octave to 
those of the sestet? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Language and tone: 
 What is the effect of the 

compound epithets in l.2? 
 What other alliterating 

phrases can you find? 
 Do you see any patterning in 

the alliteration, or does it just 
serve the immediate effect of 
the diction? 

 
 

 Structure and versification: 
 Can you work out the 

scansion for l.3? 
 Why do you think the second 

quatrain is almost entirely 
carried-on lines? 

 Do you see any significant 
counter-rhythms being set up 
by the enjambement? 

 l.11 has no internal 
punctuation. 
• How would you shape the 

line as you read it? 
• Where would you put the 

emphasis, pauses and 
climax? 

 Try out which tone you would 
use to read the poem out 
loud. 

 


