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Setting the scene:

> In a sentence, can you say
what the problem is in the
poem’s octave?

e Can you say what the
resolution is in the
sestet?

» Would it make any
difference if the poem had
been called ‘God’s
Greatness?’

Going deeper:
» Read Psalms 104:1-35
e Do you see any other
thoughts or images
from the sonnet
mirrored in the Psalm?
» What is your attitude to the
exploitation of the earth?
¢ Do you share Hopkins’
hope, or do you see the
problem as being
beyond solution?
» Why does Hopkins see the
resolution in God rather
than in people?

Themes:

» What words does Hopkins
use to suggest human
destruction?

» By contrast, what words
does Hopkins use to
suggest the Spirit's
activity?

Imagery and symbolism:

» Can you see a way of
resolving this
contradiction?
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e Has it something to do
with human experience?

Language and tone:

» What effect do the w,b and br
alliterations have in the last
line?

» Why does Hopkins repeat
‘have trod’, do you think?

» What is the effect of the ‘oh’
and ‘ah’ for you? Do you find
them unnecessary, even
embarrassing?

Structure and versification:

» Take any two consecutive
lines.

e Can you work out where
the stressed syllables
are?

e Can you see any pattern?
0 More importantly, can

you see what effect
Hopkins is achieving?

» What effect does Hopkins
achieve in delaying ‘Crushed’
to the next line?

» We have said the sestet does
not seem to use so many
caesurae.

e What effect does this
have as compared to the
octave’s effect?

» Look at the poem as a whole.
e What single feature of the

poem stands out to you
as being effective?

e Are there any lines you
consider memorable?



