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 Setting the scene: 
 Would you say that was 

true for yourself - that when 
you read it out aloud, it 
makes better sense? 

 Do you think this is a more 
satisfying poem than Tom's 
Garland? 
• Can you say why or 

why not? 
 
 

 Going deeper: 
 What do you think ‘quail’ 

(l.13) means? 
• What other words or 

phrases give the idea of 
control? 

 What do we see of the 
man's face? 
• Would you have 

expected more 
description of that? 

 Does this picture seem 
very remote from you, in 
time and place, or does 
Hopkins succeed in making 
this man real for you? 

 
 

 Themes: 
 Pick out words, phrases 

and images that mark the 
man's essential being, the 
essence of his ploughing. 

 What words or phrases 
convey Hopkins' admiration 
for the man? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Imagery and symbolism: 
 Where else have you seen 

Hopkins use lace as an image? 
 What seems to fascinate 

Hopkins about the earth turned 
over by the plough? 
• What epithets and images 

does he use of it? 
 Would you say most of the 

imagery is drawn from nature? 
• Make a list of nature 

imagery. 
 
 

 Language and tone: 
 Are there any other compounds 

that caught your eye? 
• Comment on their 

effectiveness. 
 What do you think ‘cragiron’ 

means? 
 Can you remember where else 

you have seen the word 
‘lashed’? 
• Is this another Hopkins’ 

favourite? 
 
 

 Structure and versification: 
 When you read this aloud, does 

your voice seem to fall into a 
regular rhythm, or does each 
line take on a rhythm of its 
own? 

 What is the effect of the burden 
lines? 
• Do they destroy the feel of a 

sonnet form? 
• Overall, does this seem to 

work like a sonnet to you or 
is it more a 19-line poem? 


