
 

 

Investigate! 
Hopkins: I Wake and Feel the Fell of Dark 
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 Setting the scene: 
Can you see any difference 
between a complaint and a 
lament? 

 If so, how would you 
categorise this sonnet? 

 
 

 Going deeper: 
 Pick out words that 

Hopkins uses of ‘the lost’. 
• Does his own dark 

experience seem to 
make him more 
sympathetic to them? 

 Does Hopkins seem to you 
to have lost his faith? 

 
 

 Themes: 
 What is different in the way 

Hopkins describes the dark 
night experience here, 
compared to some of the 
other sonnets on the same 
theme? 

 
 

 Imagery and symbolism: 
 Why would you say 

Hopkins has moved away 
from nature imagery to 
images of bodily functions? 

 Collect all the images of 
the body and comment on 
the list. 

 

 Language and tone: 
 Does any of the alliteration 

strike you in reading the 
poem? 

 Work out the percentage of 
monosyllabic words to 
polysyllabic ones. 

• Why does Hopkins 
use such a high 
proportion, do you 
think 

• What effect does it 
have? 

 Do you notice an absence of 
harsh consonant sounds? 

 
 

 Structure and versification: 
 Scan ll.6,11, locating the 

spondees. 
• Look at the repetition 

and play on words as 
well. 

o What effect 
does this have 
on the rhythm? 

 In reading the poem aloud, 
which do you find most 
effective: 
• to take longer pauses 

and read it slowly and 
quietly 

• or to hurry the poem and 
try to bring out some 
intensity? 

• Note down your 
conclusions. 


