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 Setting the scene: 
 Pick out words or phrases 

that infer the poet’s 

emotions 

 

 

 Going deeper: 
 Locate words and phrases 

that personify the stream. 

 Try learning the last stanza 

by heart. 

 

 

 Themes: 
Does Hopkins’ poem make you 

want to visit the Scottish 

Highlands? 

 Or is your engagement in it 

purely imaginative? 

 

 

 Imagery and symbolism: 
 Which image or images 

strike you most forcefully? 

 

 

 Language and tone: 
 Explain the force of 

‘darksome’ and ‘groins’ 

 

 Structure and versification: 
 What effect do you think the 

‘b’ and ‘f’ alliteration has? 

 Try reading the poem twice: 

• once stopping at the end 

of each line; 

• the other, following the 

punctuation only. 

o Which gives the 

better reading? 


