
 

 

Investigate! 
Hopkins: No Worst, There is None 
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 Going deeper: 
 Collect words and phrases 

in the sonnet that suggest 
inner torment. 

 ‘world-sorrow’ is probably 
derived from the German 
‘Weltschmerz’. 
• Look up the word. 

o Does the definition 
seem to fit the 
sonnet? 

 What other consolation 
does a poet have besides 
sleep and death? 

 
 

 Themes: 
Take one of Hopkins’ earlier 
poems and compare it to this one. 

 If you hadn't known they 
were by the same poet, 
would you still be able to 
tell? 
• Explain how. 

 
 

 Imagery and symbolism: 
 To what do you think the 

‘whirlwind’ is referring to? 
 What other images strike 

you in the sonnet? 
 Explain the imagery of l.5. 

 
 

 Language and tone: 
 Can you explain ‘Pitched past 

pitch’? 
• What sort of pitches is he 

talking about? 
• And what about ‘schooled 

at..’? 
 What is the effect of the internal 

rhymes in l.11? 
 
 

 Structure and versification: 
 For a fuller explanation of 

counterpointing and the points 
made in the last paragraph, see 
the notes on Thou art Indeed 
Just, Lord. 

 Look at the alliterations. 
• What is the effect of the p/w 

alliterations in the first two 
lines? 

• And the f- alliterations later? 
o Would you say they help 

structure the poem or, 
rather, emphasise 
certain words? 

 Overall, would you say that the 
poem has memorable lines, 
rather than being memorable in 
itself? 
• Or would you say it is a 

remarkably honest depiction 
of a mind ‘at the end of its 
tether’? 


