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Investigate
Patience, Hard Thing!

Investigate!
Hopkins: Patience, Hard Thing!

% Setting the scene:
What priority does modern society
give to patience?
» Do you feel patience is a
valuable quality?

% Going deeper:
> 11.9,10 are quite difficult.

They could mean:

e ‘yet even our rebellious
hearts do eventually do
what God bids us do’

or
> ‘our rebellious wills fight
against everything we bid
them do; but even so God
bends down to help’

¢ Which do you prefer,
and why?

» Explain ‘that comes those

ways we know’ (1.14).

s Themes:

» Do you sense any sort of
hope in Hopkins that he will
achieve patience?

» Do you see another
possible theme in Serving
God? Is there enough
material in the poem for
this?
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Imagery and symbolism:

>

Why should the ivy be

described as a ‘sea of liquid

leaves'?

Do you see anything

symbolic in the ivy?

e Orisitjust an apt natural
image?

Language and tone:

>

‘Hard thing’ might lead us to
anticipate some hard
consonants, even though
the sound of the word
‘patience’ is soft.

e What do we get, in fact?
Would you say the language
is disconnected?

e Ordoes it flow easily?

% Structure and
versification:

Do you see any use of

enjambement that calls for

attention?

If so, what sort of

counterpointing is set up?

Overall, would you say this

sonnet was the most

focussed on one particular

topic that you have read so

far?

e Which others are as
focused?



