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Hopkins: The Sea and the Skylark 
 
 

In
ve

st
ig

at
e!

 H
op

ki
ns

:  
T

h
e

 S
e

a
 a

n
d

 t
h

e
 S

k
y
la

rk
 

© 2008 crossref-it.info 

 

 Imagery and symbolism: 
 ‘Trench’ (l.2) means to make 

a deep impression on. 

• What lines or images or 

ideas in the poem have 

made a deep impression 

on you? 

 Some of the metre of the 

poem is very regular and 

smooth; other lines are very 

emphatic, having extra 

stressed syllables. 

• Can you scan ll.4 and 14 

and see this? 

• Why is Hopkins so 

emphatic? 

• Are there other heavily-

stressed lines that you 

can hear as you read the 

poem? 

 Do you think Hopkins is 

making too big a jump 

between octave and sestet? 

• Is he too ready to 

‘preach’, or has he laid 

the foundation of his 

thought sufficiently in the 

octave? 


