
 

 

Investigate! 
Hopkins: The Wreck of the Deutschland: 
Going deeper, Stanzas 11-16 
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 Stanza 11: 
Hopkins increases the drama by 

contrasting Death’s attitude to 

ours. 

 How does he achieve the 

contrast? 

 

 

 Stanza 12: 
 Can you make out what 

Hopkins’ question is to 

God? 

 Do you think Hopkins’ 

question is a real question, 

or is it a rhetorical one? 

 

 

 Stanza 13: 
 How does Hopkins’ choice 

of words bring out the 

violence of the episode? 

 Examine the compound 

epithets (see Diction) - both 

the hyphenated ones and 

those made into a single 

word. 

• What effect do they 

have? 

 

 

 Stanza 14: 
Compare ‘the combs of a smother 

of sand’ with stanza 4. 

 Are there other ways in which 

Hopkins has prepared us for 

the physical description of the 

shipwreck? 

 

 Stanza 15: 
 How does Hopkins increase the 

pace or tempo of the poem at 

this stage? 

 ‘shrouds’ has a double meaning 

• can you see the irony of 

this? 

 Compare the ‘hurling’ with that 

in stanza 13. 

• What is the difference? 

 

 

 Stanza 16: 
 Again, compare the rope with 

the image in stanza 4. 

• What are the ironic 

differences? 

 How does some of the diction 

used by Hopkins seem horribly 

out of place? 

• Why do you think he uses 

such words? 


