
 

 

Investigate! 
Hopkins: The Wreck of the Deutschland: 
Going deeper, Stanzas 24-30 
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 Stanza 24: 
 What do you think the nun 

meant by her cry? 
 How ironic is the reference 

to baptism? 
 
 

 Stanza 25: 
 Why does Hopkins exclaim 

‘The majesty!’? 
 Who is the ‘arch and 

original Breath’, do you 
think? (Go back to stanza 
23 if you are not sure.) 
• And what is the sense 

of ‘Breathe’? 
 Explain the oxymoron 

‘lovely Death’ 
 
 

 Stanza 26: 
 Examine the compound 

epithets. 
• What is their effect on 

the verse? 
 Why ‘belled’ and ‘moth-

soft’? 
 How does the language 

here contrast to that of 
stanza 24? 

 
 

 Stanza 27: 
 What do you think ‘the cart’ 

is in l.2? 
 Do you agree with Hopkins’ 

thinking here? 
• Would you look for quite 

different forms of help in 
an ongoing tragic or 
boring situation than in 
a crisis? 

 
 

 Stanza 28: 
 What terms relating to 

sovereignty can you find in the 
stanza? 

 How can his coming be ‘his 
triumph’? 
• Is this a paradox you can 

explain? 
 This is Hopkins’ explanation of 

her cry, reached with some 
difficulty. 
• Are you convinced by it? 
• Is there any other 

explanation? 
 
 

 Stanza 29: 
 Can you explain ‘word of, 

worded by’? 
 What to you makes a ‘good 

death’? 
• Is dying a good death 

sufficient to make up for the 
suffering by which it came? 

 
 

 Stanza 30: 
 What seems to be the tone of 

this stanza? 
• Can you pick out words and 

phrases that support this 
tone? 

 In the scansion, six out of eight 
lines begin with a stressed 
syllable. 
• What effect does this have 

in reading it? 
• Does Hopkins seem in any 

way hesitant about his 
theodicy? 

 Effective metaphysical poetry is 
said to marry heart and head. 
• Is this what Hopkins 

achieves here, do you 
think? 


