
 

 

Investigate! 
Hopkins: The Wreck of the Deutschland: 
Going deeper, Stanzas 31-35 
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 Stanza 31: 
 Hopkins’ language has 

become very complicated 
again. 
• Why do you think this is? 

 How appropriate are words 
like ‘tender’, ‘feathery 
delicacy’? 

 A tempest as a cause of 
repentance is one of the 
themes of Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest. Shakespeare also 
uses the idea of Providence 
in that play. 
• What do you understand 

by ‘lovely-felicitous 
Providence’? 

 
 

 Stanza 32: 
 Hopkins, as does Job, sees 

God as setting limits. 
• What words in this stanza 

suggest limits? 
• What exactly does God 

limit? 
 Hopkins also contrasts words 

of motion with words of 
solidity and stillness. 
• Can you find some of 

them? 
• What is the point of the 

contrast? 
 What does ‘heeds but hides’ 

mean? 
• And ‘bodes but bides’? 

 
 

 Stanza 33: 
Can you make any connections 
between this and stanzas 6 and 7 in 
Part the First? 

 Consider both the language 
used and the thought of 
God’s strange mercy. 

 
 
 

 Stanza 34: 
 Look at how Hopkins takes the 

storm imagery used of the 
shipwreck, and weaves it into his 
prayer for the conversion of 
England. 

 Explain ‘royally reclaiming his 
own’. 
• In what sense ‘his own’? 

 Why is there so much fire imagery, 
do you think? 

 Do you get any sense of 
punishment here, as is sometimes 
associated with Christian 
preaching? 
• Or is Hopkins portraying just 

God’s mercy? 
 
 

 Stanza 35: 
 ‘roads’ and ‘haven’ in nautical 

terms mean safe places for 
shipping. 
• How does Hopkins use such 

images? 
 A ‘cresset’ is a holder for a burning 

lamp or torch. 
• What does the phrase 

‘crimson-cresseted east’ 
suggest to you? 

 How many of the epithets in the 
last two lines can you work out for 
yourself? 
• If you can’t are you worried, or 

does it not seem to matter? 
 Do you have some sense of how 

Hopkins gets to where he does at 
the end of the poem? 
• Does he answer all the 

questions which you might 
want to ask about the event? 

 Summarise what you think 
Hopkins has achieved in the poem 
as a whole. 

 What impact has the poem had on 
you? 
• What are its most memorable 

passages or aspects? 


