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% Critical analysis -
1. Close reading:
> Describe the way you
approach a poem by
Hopkins.
¢ Do you use any of the
above categories?
e How helpful do you
think they may be?

Have you made any comparisons
with other poems you have
known?

» Has it helped you
understand Hopkins?
> If so, how?

Do you find it easier to write about
individual Hopkins poems, or to
write about him more generally?

» Why do you think this is?

+« Critical analysis -
2. Contextual reading:
Biographical
» Suggest a poem of
Hopkins where your
understanding has been
helped by knowing
something of his life.
e How did it help?
» Suggest another poem,
when this knowledge did
not help.

Historical
» Has it been of any help to

you to think of Hopkins as a

Victorian?
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e If it has, what help exactly?

Part of a literary tradition
» Have you been able to get any
sense of how fresh Hopkins’
poetic style was?

e Or have you been content to
accept other people's word
for it?

» What would you say was
experimental about it?

Religious/philosophical
» Have you found Hopkins'
religious beliefs attractive or off-
putting in studying his work?
» How far does comprehending
his beliefs help you to
understand his poetry?

Socio-economic

If you are politically-minded, or
interested in feminist approaches to
criticism, what have you found of
particular comment in Hopkins'
poetry?

Psycho-analytical criticism
Have you found it interesting to think
about Hopkins as a person?
» Has it helped you enjoy or
understand the poetry?
e If so, in what way?
e Or which poems?



