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 Diction: 
 Many of these words occur 

in Part one rather than Part 

two. 

• Why should this be? 

 Why is Hopkins so 

concerned with words of 

power and control? 

Besides adding to the list, can you 

find contrasting, softer words, like 

‘melt’ (10) or ‘dandled’ (16)? 

 Are such words used 

literally? 

 As oxymorons? 

 Ironically 

 Can you add to either of 

these lists? 

 

 

 Puns and plays on words: 
Can you reconcile punning with 

the serious subject-matter? 

 What does his play on 

words achieve? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Compounds and neologisms: 
List six of your favourite 

compounds in the poem. 

 What appeals to you about 

them? 

 What new words have you 

found in the poem that 

have made an impact on 

you? 

 

 

 Tone: 
Read stanzas 11 and 23 in 

several different tones of voice. 

Which seem the most 

satisfactory to you? 

 Can you see how Hopkins 

achieves the different 

tones? 


