
 

 

Investigate! 
Hopkins: The Wreck of the Deutschland: 
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 Theodicy: understanding 
evil in a world God rules: 

 Look at the stories making 
the headlines today. 
• Which stories seem to 

demand blaming 
someone? 

• Which stories need 
‘explaining’? 

• Do any seem to need a 
theodicy? 

• What types of language 
and questions are 
used? 

 From this, decide: Is 
Hopkins’ approach to 
disaster and suffering 
unusual? 
• If you think it is unusual, 

can you say what gives 
him the ability to 
approach the subject so 
differently? 

• Look at his 
philosophical approach, 
but also at the way he 
constructs his language 
of disaster. 

 
 

 God's sovereignty: 
What different styles of exercising 
power can you think of? 

 Which might be applied to a 
supreme being? 

 Which does Hopkins use of 
God? 

 
 

 Suffering and faith: 
You will find in Hopkins’ poetry a 
number of references to different 
types of distress he suffered. 

 How would you describe the 
type or types of his personal 
suffering described in this 
poem? 

 What words and images does 
he use? 

 In what ways through his 
language does Hopkins set the 
nun apart from all the other 
sufferers? 

 Summarise what you think her 
suffering has achieved. 

 Can you state from the poem 
what Hopkins believes that 
Christ’s suffering actually 
achieved for humans? 

 
 

 Nature as God's book: 
 Re-examine stanza 10. How is 

the violence of nature still linked 
to God’s mercy. 


