
 

 

Investigate! 
Hopkins: Thou Art Indeed Just, Lord 
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 Setting the scene: 

 Pick out words and 

phrases that convey 

Hopkins’ depression 

and frustration in the 

poem 

 

 

 Going deeper: 
Complaints can be statements 

or questions. Locate the actual 

complaints Hopkins makes. 

 Are they statements of 

facts, or questions? 

 Is he expecting a reply, 

do you think? 

 

 

 Themes: 
 Locate words and 

phrases that center 

round the themes of 

justice and evil. 

 

 

 Imagery and symbolism: 
 Locate words that 

suggest growth and 

creativity. 

 

 Language and tone: 
 Can you locate other significant 

patters of alliteration? 

 What is the force of ‘endeavour’? 

 

 

 Structure and versification: 
Read the poem out loud at different 

speeds, bringing out the stressed 

syllables, and making sure you follow the 

punctuation. 

 Which speed do you find most 

satisfying? Why? 


