
 

 

Investigate! 
Hopkins: To Seem the Stranger 
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 Setting the scene: 
Can you see any irony in Hopkins' 
complaint that no-one listens to 
him? 

 Why do you think the poem 
may have come ‘against his 
will’? 

 
 

 Going deeper: 
 Discuss the meaning of 

Christ's words about bringing a 
sword. 

 He doesn't seem to know what 
is preventing his being heard. 

 What phrases express this? 
• Why is he a ‘began’? 

 
 

 Themes: 
 Does all this make religious 

commitment seem 
unattractive? Or is all 
commitment rather like this, 
including marriage or even the 
teaching career? 
• Does Hopkins' poem 

appear to make his 
religious commitment 
unattractive? 

 
 

 Imagery and symbolism: 
 Why do you think the imagery 

is so low-key? 
• What other imagery strikes 

you? 

 Language and tone: 
 As with some of the other 

poems written about this time, 
notice the large proportion of 
monosyllables. 

 What effect do they have here? 
 Compare to Carrion Comfort. 
• For all Hopkins talks of not 

pleading, do you think the 
tone is pleading? 

 
 

 Structure and versification: 
 Scan l.7. 
 What is the rhythmical effect of 

it? 
 Overall, what do you find most 

attractive about this sonnet? 


