Investigate!
Hopkins: To What Serves Mortal Beauty?

% Going deeper:

» Do you agree that beauty
can be ‘controlling’ or
destructive if ‘gazed out of
countenance’?

e Are you suspicious of
human beauty, or do
you enjoy it?

0 What good can
you see coming
from human
beauty?

» Have you ever been able
to see beauty in someone,
even though at first
glance, they seem rather
plain, or even ugly?

¢ How have you been
able to see it?

o Gather together
the words that

INS

x are linked to
Q beauty in the
O sonnet

< Themes:

PR » Do you see any other

themes?

> Both ‘love’ and ‘beauty’ are
fairly easy words to get
hold of, but ‘grace’ isn’t
(See questions on As
Kingfishers Catch Fire for
research on grace)
e Why do you think this
is?
o Does reading
Hopkins make it
any easier?
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» What is Hopkins saying by ‘To
man, that needs would
worship..."?

» Whose law is he referring to in
1.L10?

e s it, for example, a Biblical
law, as in ‘love your
neighbour as yourself’
(Mark 12:31)?

Imagery and symbolism:
» What images are associated
with ‘Those lovely lads'?
e How are they appropriate?
» What does ‘flung rounder form’
suggest?
e Look also at I.5 of
Henry Purcell

Language and tone:

» What are the effects of the high
percentage of monosyllables in
the poem?

Structure and versification:

» Try reading the poem
dramatically, as if you were
talking to another person
e Then try to read it more

‘poetically’
o Which reading seems
better?

» Try scanning 1.4, 14.

» The poem as a whole: what
seems to you particularly
interesting or memorable about
the poem?



