
 

 

Investigate! 
Hopkins: Tom’s Garland 
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 Structure and versification: 
 Trace the words ‘treads 

through’, ‘plod’, and ‘Despair’ 

back to other poems. 

• What weight does 

Hopkins give these 

terms? 

 Can you identify the political 

stance that Hopkins seems 

to take? 

• What seems to be his 

emotional attitude to the 

working class? 

o Do you sense any 

patronising or 

idealising, or even 

fear? 

 Can you see why Tom’s 

garland is steel? 

 


