
 

 

Measure for Measure:  
(b) Appearance and disguise 
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 Lesson focus: To examine the 
role played by the theme of 
appearance and disguise in the 
play. 

 
 

 Opening exercise: Have 
students ever been in disguise? 
This could be a mask or fancy 
dress at a party etc.  

 How did it feel?  
 What TV or film characters 

use disguises? Why? 
 
 

 Textual examination: Look at 
the scenes where the Duke is in 
disguise: Act II, Scene iii; Act III, 
Scene i; Act III, Scene ii; Act IV, 
Scene i; Act IV, Scene ii; Act IV, 
Scene iii.  

 For each scene, decide what 
he learns about society and 
individuals.  

 What other ‘seeming’ does he 
come across?  

 The scenes (not all are full 
scenes) could be allocated 
around the group for analysis. 
See        Texts in detail > 
Measure for Measure > 
Imagery and symbolism > 
Disguise and seeming. 

 
 
 

 

 Recreative task: Enact, or script, an 
American-style chat show on the 
theme of ‘Be Yourself’.  

 Decide which of the characters 
from the play to invite onto the 
show. 

 
 

 Critical task: What do you consider 
to be The Duke’s purpose in going 
into disguise?  

 Does he achieve his purpose? 
 
 

 Extension task: List the main 
characters and, for each, find 
quotations which show what they 
think of themselves, and what others 
think of them. 
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