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% Lesson focus: To promote an
exploration of Isabella through an
examination of Act Ill, Scene i.

% Opening exercise: Divide the

group into pairs, A and B.

» A tries to persuade B to do their
homework for them.

» Swap around; B try to persuade
A to give them something
precious, which B needs for a
particular purpose
(clothing/jewellery, sports
equipment...). Allow two
minutes for each.

» These are dialogues, not just
speeches. Briefly discuss
successes and how they were
achieved.

« Textual examination: In the same
pairs, read Act lll, Scene i, from
[.53 to the Duke’s entry (1.150).
> Discuss the view of Isabella that

you have here.

» Using this, and other parts of the
play, draw up two columns
which list the evidence for and
against Isabella, in terms of the
audience’s respect and
understanding for her. Look at
X Texts in detail > Measure
for Measure > Characterisation
> |sabella.
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Scene i.

% Recreative task: Write the letter to
an agony aunt that Isabella might
write at the end of Act Il, Scene iv.
» Pass the letters around the
group and write a reply to each
other’s letters.

» You could use other points in
the play instead.

% Critical task: Compare Isabella’s
speech beginning ‘O, you beast’
(1.135) with her speech earlier in
Act Il, Scene iv, 170ff. (Beginning
‘To whom should | complain?’)

» Look at content, language,
tone, etc. See X© Texts in
detail > Measure for Measure >
Critical analysis > A worked
example.

% Extension task: Compare Isabella
with other Shakespearean
heroines that you know.

(Ophelia, Desdemona, Cordelia,
Hermione, ...)
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