Measure for Measure
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< Lesson focus: To examine the
theme of justice and mercy in the

play.

% Opening exercise: Present a

possible school-based situation in
which school rules are involved.

: (f) Justice and mercy

» Collect quotations on five large
sheets of paper. Discuss the
findings.

» Do the following verses found
in the Bible suggest a Christian
meaning to the play? Matthew
7:1-5; Genesis 9:6; Leviticus
24:17-20.

d mercy

» E.g. This could be to do with
dress code, work deadlines, or

something else suited to your % Recreative task: Write a court

iIcCe an

institution.

> Discuss the merits or otherwise

of a strict imposition of the

rules, or the allowance of some

flexibility.

report on either the court scene in
Act Il, Scene i or the one in Act I,
Scene ii.

» Try to include themes from the

play.

» Alternatively, find media reports

of a recent crime and its

punishment and discuss in the ¢ Critical task: Write a paragraph

same way. which claims that this play
promotes a specifically Christian
morality, and another paragraph
that claims a clearly non-Christian
meaning.

(f) Just
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% Discussion ideas: Read the
Duke’s speech in Act V, Scene |,
498ff (Beginning ‘For this new-
married man...").

» Analyse and discuss it. See % Extension task: Compare the way
X Texts in detail > Measure a kind of justice is reached at the
for Measure > Critical analysis > end of the play with the apparent
A worked example. ‘fairness’ of the ending in one of

» Does it provide a satisfactory Shakespeare’s tragedies.
conclusion to the events of the

play?

% Textual examination:
> Allocate the five Acts of the play
around the class and ask
students to search for
references to justice, mercy,
and related words.
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