
 

 

Hopkins: (d) The Sea and the Skylark 
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 Lesson focus: To explore the 
poem, particularly its 
inspiration in sounds. 

 
 

 Opening exercise: Ask the 
class to be silent, and listen to 
any sounds they can hear.  

 Write 2 or 3 down, and 
add a thought which 
comes to mind associated 
with each sound: e.g. a car 
goes away into the 
distance (someone may 
be on a vital journey); a 
child shouts in an 
adjoining classroom (how 
difficult it is to control 
anger).  

 Read out and discuss the 
variety of sounds / 
associated ideas. 

 
 

 Discussion ideas: Imagine a 
seaside scene (as in the 
poem) or another suitable 
location.  

 In small groups, create a 
soundscape.  

 This can be done with 
electronic equipment and 
played as a recording, or 
done live with voices and 
found objects (percussion 
instruments tend to take 
over!). The best 
soundscapes will have 
some shape to them.  

 When the rest of the class 
listens, they should do so with 
eyes closed.  

 It is worth experimenting with 
reading the poem aloud with the 
soundscape in the background. 

 
 

 Recreative task: Write a paragraph 
or two, which might appear in a 
brochure advertising a holiday 
location.  

 Try to appeal to as many 
different senses as possible. 

 
 

 Critical task: Write about how 
Hopkins uses sound in three or four 
of his poems.  

 What poetic techniques does he 
employ? 

 
 

 Extension task: Find other 
occasions when Hopkins uses birds 
in his poems.  

 How does he make use of them?  
 Why do you think he finds them 

appropriate for his purposes? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


