
 

 

Hopkins: (e) Hurrahing in  
Harvest & The Starlight Night 
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 Lesson focus: The focus here is on 
the way that Hopkins describes a 
scene and then uses it to launch into 
philosophical or spiritual thoughts. 

 
 

 Opening exercise: Send students off 
individually to different parts of the 
school/college. They should find a 
place where they can look at a 
(preferably outdoor) scene.  
 Give them 25-30 minutes to write a 

poem, or a descriptive paragraph, 
about the scene.  

 If possible, ask them to let their 
thoughts move on from the 
description into related ideas.  

 Discuss the results, how difficult it 
was, and any successes. It does 
not matter if they don’t finish their 
poems. 

 
 

 Discussion ideas: The spiritual 
exercises which Hopkins learned 
encouraged meditating on a scene 
and contemplating the effects on 
different senses. This seems to be an 
approach he also uses in poems such 
as these.  
 The two poems can be turned into 

pictures, either drawn or made from 
cut-outs from magazines, showing 
the original scene and the ideas 
which have flowed from it.  

 Words as well as illustrations can 
be used. 

 
 

 Textual examination: List examples 
of repetition in both poems.  

 Decide what the effect of each 
example might be: e.g. they may 
reflect the energy of Hopkins’  
 
 

 
 
 

impressions, demonstrate what he 
called his ‘enthusiasm’ for the scene, 
provide emphasis, provide time for the 
reader to take in an idea, or some 
other purpose.  

 What overall effect does the 
repetition have?  

 
 
 Textual examination: List the 

hyphenated words that Hopkins uses 
(and invents!) in the two poems. 
These are very similar to the kennings 
of Anglo-Saxon poetry.  

 Add definitions of each 
hyphenated phrase to your list.  

 Are they all easy to define?  
 Try to invent your own 

hyphenated phrase to describe 
things you can see in, and 
beyond, the classroom (this 
could include people!). 

 
 
 Recreative task: Students could 

finish their poems from the opening 
exercise. 

 
 
 Critical task: How would you respond 

to the accusation that much of 
Hopkins’ poetry is over-complicated, 
and that this obscures the meaning 
for - and therefore the appreciation of 
- the reader? 

 
 
 Extension task: Write a formal 

comparison of these two poems.  
 Which do you think is ultimately 

most successful? 
 
 


