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« Lesson focus: To examine the
variety of styles which Chaucer uses in
this tale.

% Opening exercise: Collect a selection
of short extracts from newspapers,
magazines, websites, and books (or
ask students to bring them in)

» Distribute them around the group
e Take comments about the
different styles being used
» What makes a style fit its purpose?
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Textual examination: In small
groups, students examine 11.593-632
¢ ‘What nedeth it’' to ‘yow nat

deceive.’
» They should look for:
e Sermon techniques which the
Pardoner is using
e Chaucer’s poetic methods
» See the Teachers’ worksheet on
Chaucer’s style - Hints and the
appropriate section of synopses
and commentary on the website.
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Discussion ideas: The groups report
back and findings are discussed

(X The Pardoner's Prologue and
Tale: Approaching essays and exams
> Passage-based questions)

(> The context of The Pardoner's
Prologue and Tale > Literary context >
Chaucer's style)

% Recreative task: Imagine that the
Pardoner is preaching on another
Bible verse, for example:

¢ ‘Man shall not live by bread
alone’
(x> see Aspects of literature
> Impact of the Bible > The
cultural impact of the Bible and
Christianity in English >
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Common sayings from the
Bible > Man shall not live by
bread alone)
e ‘Love one another’
(X see Aspects of
literature > Impact of the Bible
> Big ldeas from the Bible >
Community, church, the body
of Christ > Love one another)
» Write part of his sermon showing
how he might choose to interpret
the verse
» Use as many of Chaucer’s
techniques as you can (Imagery
and symbolism in The Pardoner's
Prologue and Tale > The smooth
preacher / salesman)

+ Critical task: ‘For though myself be a
ful vicious man, / A moral tale yet |
yow telle can.’

» How does the Pardoner
substantiate this claim to be a
wicked man, who is nevertheless
skilled in the telling of moral
stories?

( X© Characterisation in The
Pardoner's Prologue and Tale >
The Pardoner)

<+ Extension task: Research the

medieval sermon

» What characteristics were usual?

» |Is The Pardoner’s Tale typical?
(> The context of The
Pardoner's Prologue and Tale >
Religious / philosophical context >
Medieval beliefs about sin and
forgiveness)



