
 

 

The Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale:  
Worksheet (d)i; Chaucer’s style - Hints   
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Lines 593-632: 
 

 593: Pardoner interrupts to ask a rhetorical question 
 

 596: internal rhyme 
 

 597-8: alliteration (sounds ‘jolly’ as they don’t know what is 
in store for them) 

 
 603ff: exemplum 

 
 604: repeated negatives for emphasis 

 
 607-8: anti-climax as death is described so briefly 

 
 609ff: change of style 

 
 609-11: apostrophe 

 
 621-2: use of a list (for emphasis) 

 
 
Other techniques: As well as finding the above, and further 
examples of most of those techniques, students could try to find 
other stylistic methods throughout the Tale: 
 

 Use of biblical and other textual references in a sermon 
 

 Suspense 
 

 Climax and anti-climax 
 

 Perversions of sermon techniques 
 

 Onomatopoeia (l.268) 
 

 Allegory and metaphor 
 
And no doubt others… 


