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 Lesson focus:  To examine the 
relevance of The Pardoner’s Tale in 
the 21st Century. 

 
 

 Opening exercise: Select three or four 
significant points spread throughout the 
Tale: 

 Each student summarises the Tale 
as a series of modern-day 
headlines 

 Compare and discuss the different 
versions produced.  
(         The Pardoner's Prologue and 
Tale > Synopses and commentary)  

 
 

 Textual examination: List the themes 
identified on the website and  
 distribute these around the group 
 (         Themes in The Pardoner's 
 Prologue  and Tale)   

 Each small group or individual 
draws three columns on a sheet of 
paper. Write: 
• In one column, specific 

references to their given theme 
in the Tale (using the 
appropriate section of Themes 
in The Pardoner's Prologue and 
Tale)  

• In the second column note how 
that reference might be viewed 
in Chaucer’s time 

• In the third column decide what 
relevance it might have today 

 Collect the results orally, or on a 
large piece of paper with the same 
three columns (taking just one 
example for each theme).  
(         The context of The 
Pardoner's Prologue and Tale > 
Literary context > The audiences 
for which Chaucer wrote)  

 
 
 
 
 

 Discussion ideas: In small groups 
discuss how far the ‘cultural distance’  
of any medieval text is outweighed by 
the following argument: 

 ‘Culturally some things are very 
different. What does not change 
however, is what Chaucer and 
writers throughout the ages have 
chosen as their subject matter: 
human nature. Love and anguish, 
greed and fear, the desire for 
power and protection – The 
Canterbury Tales is full of human 
struggles with which we can 
identify, with whatever times we 
live in.’  

 
 Recreative task: Take a well-known 

proverb and write (or improvise) a 
story which illustrates it.  

 
 Critical task: ‘Chaucer is both a 

medieval and a modern man.’ 
 Explain how far you agree with 

this view with reference to The 
Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale.  
(         Critical approaches to The 
Pardoner's Prologue and Tale > 
The critical tradition)  

 
 Extension task: Explore the various 

different approaches which critics 
have made to The Pardoner’s Tale 

 Try to find as many critical works 
as possible, and compare their 
approaches. 
(         Critical approaches to The 
Pardoner's Prologue and Tale) 
(         The Pardoner's Prologue 
and Tale: Resources and further 
reading)  

 
 


