
 

 

The Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale:  
(c) The Pardoner in The General Prologue 
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 Lesson focus:  To establish how the 
portrait of the Pardoner in The General 
Prologue prepares the reader for the 
Tale itself 
 Note: it is assumed that some 

general background on the role of a 
pardoner has been done prior to this 
exercise.  
(        The context of The Pardoner's 
Prologue and Tale > Religious / 
philosophical context > The role of a 
pardoner) 

 
 

 Opening exercise: Draw the outline of a 
figure in the centre of the board 

 Ask a student with reasonable artistic 
ability to draw on various features of 
the Pardoner as other members of 
the group call them out from the text 

 These should be labelled (perhaps 
by a second student) with the words 
or short phrases which Chaucer uses 

 The overall picture should be 
discussed.  
(        Characterisation in The 
Pardoner's Prologue and Tale > The 
Pardoner > The portrait of the 
Pardoner in The General Prologue) 

 
 

 Textual examination: Give each 
student three different coloured cards 
 As you read (or summarise) The 

General Prologue description aloud, 
at each point get the students hold 
up: 

• One colour for complimentary 
or neutral points 

• Another colour for direct 
criticism 

• The third colour for ironic 
observations 

 
 

 Discussion ideas: There should be 
natural discussion from the above 
exercise, especially when various 
students hold up different colours for the 
same point 

 It will also be interesting to see 
which colour has most use.  

(        Characterisation in The 
Pardoner's Prologue and Tale > 
The Pardoner > Suggestions of 
satire & Chaucer’s ironic 
perspective) 

       
 
 Recreative task: Write, in pairs or 

small groups, pen portraits of: 
• A ‘yuppy’ businessman / City 

banker 
• A politician 
• A feminist journalist 
• A rock star 
• Some other topical ‘type’ 

 Try to convey character through 
appearance and mode of speech, 
along with other methods 

 If several ‘types’ are covered by the 
group, it could be revealing to see 
which receive the strongest 
criticism.  
(        Narrative - framing devices in 
The Pardoner's Tale > The General 
Prologue)  
  

 
 Critical task: ‘Chaucer viewed mankind 

with a kindly humour.’ Does this critical 
comment apply to his description of the 
Pardoner?  

 Note: Students will need to address 
either of: 
• Why Chaucer sees little 

humorous about the Pardoner 
• How Chaucer manages to find 

humour in his description of 
such an evil man  

(        Characterisation in The 
Pardoner's Prologue and Tale > 
The Pardoner > A duplicitous man) 

 
 
 Extension task: Read the 

descriptions of the other religious 
figures in The General Prologue 

 Decide on the rank order Chaucer 
suggests from the worst to the 
best character.  
(       Characterisation in The 
Pardoner's Prologue and Tale >  
The Pardoner > The Pardoner 
and Summoner) 


